QUOTEWORTHY

     Benazir Bhutto, the former prime minister of Pakistan, was killed by a suicide bomber while campaigning on December 27.  At the U.N. Fourth World Conference on Women she said, “To keep her husband from abandoning her, a woman wants a son.  And, too often, when a woman expects a girl, she abets her husband in abandoning or aborting that innocent, perfectly formed child.  As we gather here today, the cries of the girl child reach out to us.”  She called the situation “tragic.”  Ms. Bhutto was  educated in Pakistan by the Sisters of Jesus and Mary (infolast@lists. Feministsforlife.org, 12/28/07.  

     The Center for Reproductive Rights (a New York based law firm) says that if the Roe v. Wade decision is reversed that 30 states are likely to ban all or most abortions (Lifenews.com, 11/09/07).

     “Nobody makes a greater mistake than he who does nothing because he could only do a little” (Edmund Burke qtd. by Michael Gerson, Washington Post, [hereafter, WP] 12.12.07: A29).

     “…there may be some who will taunt you from the sidelines in angry accusatory ways….Try not to judge them or to define them by their anger and bitterness.  They are fellow human beings in need of reconciliation and healing.  They too are invited to a change of heart and to join in the ‘great campaign’ for life.  Many like them have already bent before the gentle power of God’s grace (From1.21.08 homily of Cardinal Justin Rigali of Philadelphia, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ conference committee on pro-life activities, delivered to some 8,000 people attending a mass in connection with the National Vigil for Life held at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, Washington D.C. qtd. in Zenit news, 1.22.08).

     “Roe v. Wade is incompatible with human dignity….It must not stand. It cannot stand. It will not stand….by seeking holiness and using the gifts God has given you to accomplish his will in your life, you are contributing mightily to that kingdom we all long for where there will be no more crying or pain or death.  Certainly, no abortion. No euthanasia. No assisted suicide. No deep-freezing of embryos as if they were merchandise. And no destruction of human life in the name of science (Rigali, ibid., Zenit 1.22.08; Catholic Standard, 1.31.08: 2).

     “Darfur children are just as sacred as one in a mother’s womb….We ought to protect life wherever and whenever we can” (Senator Sam Brownback to College Republicans at American University, 1.23.08).

CAMPAIGN ‘08

     An indication of pro-life political progress may be seen in the fact that so many Republican presidential candidates are pro-life—to varying degrees.  Senator McCain, for example, has a good voting record on abortion legislation. Although he does not support a constitutional amendment on abortion, as do governors Huckabee and one time candidate Romney, he has called for Roe v. Wade to be overturned (Life News 2.6.08). 

      As of 1.25.08, however, he continues to support embryonic stem cell research. As of 2.4.08, Senator Brownback, leading opponent of ESCR, was one of thirteen senators to endorse him—“more than for any other candidate, Democrat or Republican” (WP. 2.4.08: A 9). Brownback spoke to him about ESCR on 1.31.08 in the light, particularly, of the recent success in reprogramming human skin cells (fibroblasts) to yield pluripotent stem cells.  “His language has changed on it,” Brownback said, “but he hasn’t come to the point that he will uphold President Bush’s stance” (Life News, 1.31.08).

     And on 2.8.08, Brownback told an audience of  “a couple of hundred” in Wichita that McCain’s “got a 24-year pro-life record.  He was voting pro-life before it was cool and I admire that.” Brownback ended his speech by saying, “There are six good reasons to vote for John McCain….They all sit on the Supreme Court, and they’re all over 70 years of age”(WP, 2.9.08: A7). Despite reports that the Senator finds Justice Alito too openly conservative, he has said at town meetings, “We’re going to have justices like Roberts and Alito” (WP.1.31.08: A 21).  Senator McCain voted to confirm both Justices Roberts and Alito. We note also that early in February former Tennessee senator Fred D. Thompson endorsed senator McCain (WP. 2.9.08: A7).

      Still another indication of the progress we speak of is provided by Senator Brownback.  On 1.23.08, he spoke to the College Republicans at American University in Washington, DC.  “When asked about his dropping out of the race, he said …Mike Huckabee shared too much of the same platform and credited” the latter’s “success to his uncanny ability to capture messages in succinct sound bites….’Huckabee and I were fishing in the same pond’” the senator said. (The [American University] Eagle, 1.24.08:4). A final, example of the pro-life political progress we speak of can be seen in the success of pro-life candidates of both parties in the last congressional elections.

     On Feb. 4. 08, New Jersey Right to Life announced that its political action committee had endorsed Mike Huckabee.  “ Mike Huckabee is the only Republican Candidate that is solidly pro-life,” Marie Tasy, NJRTL director, declared. Alabama Citizens for Life PAC issued its endorsement for Huckabee the same day.  The latter said that “Huckabee has taken the strongest pro-life position on all of the life issues of any of the remaining candidates for president” (Life News, 2.5.08). On “Super Tuesday,” Governor Huckabee won in Alabama and lost in New Jersey.  In “Code Huckabee,” by Eugene Robinson, an op.ed. piece generally unfavorable to the title character, Robinson writes, ”I do believe that if he [Huckabee] became president, he would do everything in his power to deny women the right to reproductive choice, and that alone is reason to fear his emergence as a legitimate contender. On many other issues, though, Huckabee as governor was pragmatic and fairly moderate.” Earlier in the piece Robinson had written that as governor…Huckabee “didn’t behave like the theocrat he makes himself out to be” [our italics]. Robinson added that Huckabee’s “absolute reverence for life didn’t stop him from enforcing the death penalty.” (WP 12.14.07: A39).  Robinson doesn’t say anything about the many pardons, including at least one for a death row inmate, the governor granted.  On the same page of the Post, Michael Gerson, generally pro-Huckabee, laments Huckabee’s accepting “the endorsement of Jim Gilchrist, the founder of the anti-immigrant group called the Minuteman Project.”  Gerson also writes that the ex-governor’s “recent shifts on immigration policy undermine the core of his appeal: authenticity.” On 2.8.08, Huckabee received the important endorsement of Focus on the Family founder, James C. Dobson (online.wsj.com, 2.9.08).

     Former NARAL president…Kate Michelman has endorsed Senator Obama (Life News, 2.5.08); EMILY’s list “which supports pro-choice Democratic women” is campaigning for Senator Clinton. The Washington, DC based “EMILY’s list spent $500.000 on Senator Clinton’s losing campaign in the Iowa Caucus (WP, 1.6.08: A2).  NOW endorsed her on March 28 (hillaryclinton.com).  

                                                   MEMBERSHIP NEWS
     Frank Beckwith, a philosophy professor at Baylor University, was called by Inside the Vatican (a monthly news-magazine) the number one person of the year 2007.  It called him a brilliant young American philosopher who has just published a profound and eloquent defense of the Christian teaching in defense of life in opposition to legalized abortion.  The book is A Moral and Legal Case Against Abortion Choice,.  The publisher (Cambridge University Press, 312 pages, $22.99) describes it as “sophisticated, but still accessible to the ordinary citizen. Without high-pitched rhetoric or appeals to religion, the author offers a careful case for why the pro-life view of human life is correct.”
     On January 16 Jeanne Heffernan Schindler gave birth to a son, David Bartholomew Schindler.  Jeanne and her husband David are both professors at Villanova.
     Edmund Pellegrino, M.D. (Chairman, The President’s Council on Bioethics) and Monsignor Robert Sokolowski, (Philosophy, Catholic University)  contributed essays to On Wings of Faith and Reason: The Christian Difference in Culture and Science, Catholic UP forthcoming in April 2008.

     The Edmund Pellegrino Fellowship in Bioethics has been established at the Georgetown University Center for Clinical Bioethics.  For details, open clinicalbioethics.Georgetown.edu.

     The Reverend Kurt J. Pritzl, O.P. (Dean of the School of Philosophy, Catholic University) is a member of the Board of Trustees and Corporation of Providence College.
NOTES AND NOTICES

     The only supplier of RU-486 to the United States is the Chinese state-owned pharmaceutical company, Shanghai Hualian.  Danco Laboratories is the distributor in the United States of RU-486. It does not list a street address on its Web site (nytimes.com, 1.31.08).

     “Polls show that Americans are still supportive of capital punishment but that they favor life imprisonment if given the option”(WP,1.6.08:A 3).

     Alex Schadenberg is the director of “Canada’s Euthanasia Prevention Coalition….Dr. Peter Saunders is head of the British group, Care Not Killing” and “Stephen Drake is head research analyst for Not Dead Yet” (International Task Force on Euthanasia & Assisted Suicide, Update, year 2007, vol.21, no.3, [p.1] ).

     “The old bumper sticker says, ‘If men could get pregnant, abortion would be a sacrament,’ but men are actually slightly more pro-choice than women are” (Bryan Caplan, “Myths About Our Ballot-Box Behavior,” WP, 1.6.08: B3).

     “If you want to get into the thick of things relating to the culture of life, the annual Conference of the University Faculty for Life is the place to go.”  This is a quote from a brief article that appeared in First Things.  The article told of receiving the proceedings of the 2006 Conference, edited by Joseph Koterski, SJ.

THE COURTS

     In the Spring of 2005, Martin Ritholz, a New York Supreme Court Justice, for the 12th Judicial District, Queen’s County, who is also a rabbi, “ruled that tube feeding constitutes basic care, not medical treatment in the case of an 86-year old Orthodox Jewish woman” suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. His decision reads, in part, “Judaism views nutrition and hydration by feeding tubes or intravenous lines not as medical treatment but as supportive care, no different from washing, turning or grooming a dying patient. The first halachic [Jewish law] principle of medical intervention is that whenever it is possible to increase the longevity of a patient, it should be done.” The decision was “based in part on Jewish Law” (The Jewish Week, 4.14.05; SPUC News, 5.12.05; Google, passim).

     In San Francisco “A three-judge panel of the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit ruled” in January that “The Arizona License Plate Commission …. wrongly denied…. the Arizona Life Coalition permission for a specialty plate with the ‘Choose Life’ slogan, saying that the coalition’s First Amendment rights had been violated (WP.1.29.08:A2).

     On 1.7.08, The U.S. Supreme Court heard arguments in Baze v. Rees, “a case in which the justices are likely to decide what standard should be used in determining whether lethal-injection procedures violate the Eighth Amendment’s prohibition of cruel and unusual punishment….35 of the 36 states with the death penalty use lethal injections….‘It [lethal injection] is a shockingly problematic method of execution’ said Deborah W. Denno, a Fordham University law professor who has compiled much of the research about how lethal injection is carried out ”(WP, 1.6.08: A3).

     Lest we become complacent, we recall U. S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s remarks made last October at Atlanta’s Ahavath Achim Synagogue to “a crowd of about 500…. ‘I do not believe the court’s overruling Roe v. Wade—which I don’t think will happen—will prevent women of means from accessing [sic!] an abortion….It will have a devastating impact on poor women.”   She also “said that even if…Roe v. Wade…is reversed, it has paved the way for women’s permanent access to abortion.  She compared abortion statutes to divorce requirements that differ by state, saying that women able to afford train or plane tickets could still access abortion in states that legalize the practice” (WP, 10.22.07: A5)—hence the need, we suggest, for a national human life amendment, as former governor Huckabee et alii have argued.

CULTURE OF LIFE

     On 12.29.07, “A Muslim Message of Thanks and of Christmas and New Year Greetings” signed by over a hundred Muslim Scholars appeared in various publications here and abroad.  Towards the end of the “Message,” we read: “…it is worthy of note that this year Muslim scholars issued a historic declaration affirming the sanctity of human life—of every human life—as an essential and foundational teaching  in Islam upon which all Muslim scholars are in unanimous agreement (see details at www.duaatalislam.com).  May the coming year be one in which the sanctity and dignity of human life is upheld by all” (WP, 12.29.07: A8).
     The Wisconsin Legislature has considered a bill to legalize assisted suicide and make the state the second after Oregon to allow the practice.  Last year California, Vermont, and Hawaii considered similar measures and voted them down (LifeNews, 1/14/08).
     Scientists from Virginia Common-wealth University found that women with at least one prior abortion were almost three times as likely to have a low-weight baby and were 70%  more likely to give birth prematurely.  The Journal of Reproductive Medicine (October, 2007) offered a compilation of 58 studies showing similar results (Choose Life, January/February, 2008, page.2).  

     The Journal of American Physicians and Surgeons (10/4/ 07) published a study entitled “The Breast Cancer Epidemic.”  It claimed that among 7 risk factors for breast cancer, abortion is the “best predictor of breast cancer.”  The study was based on rates of breast cancer among women of different nations of Europe.  In nations where abortions are restricted, breast cancers are low.  As abortions increase, so do the incidence of breast cancer.  The report was generally ignored in the majority of the main stream media.  

CLONING AND STEM CELL RESEARCH

     “On matters of life and science, we must trust in the innovative spirit of medical researchers and empower them to discover new treatments while respecting moral boundaries.  In November, we witnessed a landmark achievement when scientists [James A. Thomson and Junying Yu of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Shinya Yamanaka of Kyoto University reported that they had] discovered a way to reprogram adult skin cells to act like embryonic stem cells [induced pluripotent cells, iPS] ….So we’re expanding funding for this type of ethical medical research.  And as we explore promising avenues of research, we must also ensure that all life [is] treated with the dignity it deserves.  And so I call on Congress to pass legislation that bans unethical practices such as the buying, selling, patenting or cloning of human life” (from President George W. Bush’s last “State of the Union” address delivered on 1.28.08 (WP, 1.29.08:A11).

     “Dr. Yamanaka has told the New York Times how a flash of moral insight, experienced while looking through a microscope at an embryo in a fertility clinic, led him to the stem cell breakthrough of the decade. ‘When I saw the embryo,” says Dr. Yamanaka, father of two girls, ‘I suddenly realized there was such a small difference between it and my daughters… ‘I thought, we can’t keep destroying embryos for our research.  There must be another way.’ And he went out and found it” (Qtd. by Richard Doerflinger, USCCB in Catholic Standard, 1.3.08:10)

     “If human embryonic stem cell research does not make you at least a little bit uncomfortable, you have not thought about it enough….I thought long and hard about whether I would do it” (New York Times, 11.22.07: A1).  He did, of course, and despite his and Dr. Yamanaka’s success in reprogramming “adult skin cells to act like” ESCs, he and others continue to advocate ESCR.  The direct reprogramming process still entails problems to be solved before successful treatments for humans can be developed, however, (Life News, 11.20.07; Catholic Standard, 1.3.08:10). Moreover, and disturbingly, “All the progress in this field was only possible because we had embryonic stem cells to work with” said Dr. Rudolph Jaenisch of the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research in Cambridge, MA who led researchers in curing mice of sickle cell anemia using the direct reprogramming process resulting in iPS, “the first direct proof that the easily obtained cells can reverse an inherited, potentially fatal disease,” (WP, 12.7.07: A2).  
     British scientists say they have created embryos containing DNA from two women and a man in a procedure that researchers hope might be used one day to produce embryos free of inherited disease.  “We are not trying to alter genes we’re just trying to swap a small proportion of the bad ones for some good ones,” said Patrick Chinnery, a professor of neurogenetics at Newcastle University who is involved in the research.

PERTINENT TITLES

     Ann Farmer. By Their Fruits : Eugenics, Population Control, and the [English] Abortion Campaign. Catholic UP, forthcoming, 8.1.08.

     Robert P. George (speaker at the 2006 UFL Conference) and Christopher Tollefsen. Embryo: A Defense of Human Life, Doubleday, 2008.  “… two philosophers defend the fetus,” (WP “Book World,” 1.20.08).  The NY Times review points out scientific ambiguities that remain, but more or less agrees, “Of all the lines we could draw in human development to mark the onset of moral worth, conception is the brightest” (2,10,08).

    Susan Wicklund. This Common Secret: My Journey as an Abortion Doctor. Public Affairs, 2008. in which “An abortionist defends her practice” (Ibid.; also reviewed in NYTimes, 1.20.08: 16). 

Elevate your spirits!
Enlighten your mind!
   Now is the time to sign up for the 2008 Conference of the University Faculty for Life.  Marquette University

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
